
 

Change Saturation/Low Bandwidth 

Introduction 

Let’s face it—change fatigue is real. When your team is bombarded with multiple changes all at 
once, they can hit what we call change saturation. Think of it like juggling too many balls at 
once; eventually, something's going to drop. This guide is here to help you recognize the signs 
of change overload and provide practical strategies to manage it, so your team can keep their 
sanity and productivity intact. 

Key Terms 

● Change Saturation: The point where individuals or organizations can no longer 
effectively absorb additional changes without experiencing negative impacts. 

● Bandwidth: The mental and emotional capacity of your team to handle new changes on 
top of their existing workload. 

● Change Fatigue: The burnout or exhaustion that results from continuous change, 
leading to disengagement. 

Understanding Change Saturation 

When teams are stretched too thin, they can’t fully embrace new initiatives. Common signs 
include: 

● Increased absenteeism and turnover. 
● Declining morale and engagement. 
● More mistakes or missed deadlines. 
● General resistance, even if the change is positive. 

Scenario 

Imagine your company just rolled out a new CRM system. While everyone’s still getting the 
hang of it, leadership announces a restructuring plan. Suddenly, the team is struggling to keep 
up, morale drops, and productivity takes a hit. 

Tips for Managing Change Saturation 

1. Prioritize Changes: Not all changes are created equal. Focus on the high-impact 
initiatives that align with your strategic goals. If possible, delay or cancel non-critical 
projects. 

2. Assess Bandwidth Regularly: Check in with your team to gauge their capacity. Tools 
like surveys or one-on-one meetings can reveal if they’re feeling overwhelmed. 



 
3. Implement a Change Calendar: Schedule changes thoughtfully. Avoid overloading your 

team with back-to-back initiatives. 
4. Communicate Clearly: Be transparent about the reasons behind each change and 

what’s expected. Acknowledge the challenge and show empathy. 
5. Celebrate Small Wins: Boost morale by recognizing efforts, even for minor milestones. 

Celebrations can reinvigorate a tired team. 
6. Offer Support and Resources: Provide training, mental health days, or additional 

resources to help your team adapt without burning out. 
7. Foster a Safe Space: Encourage open dialogue where employees can express 

concerns without fear of repercussions. Listen actively and make adjustments based on 
feedback. 

Conclusion 

Managing change saturation is all about balance. By prioritizing changes, assessing your team’s 
bandwidth, and showing empathy, you can reduce the risk of burnout and keep your team 
engaged. 

 

For more insights on navigating change, visit www.eviestaples.com. 

 

 


